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the Winter
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The �g (Ficu carica) ha long een a favorite rookln garden tree, epeciall eloved  Italian

familie who immigrated to the orough in the earl 20th centur. Native to the Mediterranean,

�g are marginall hard here and ma not urvive winter in New York Cit unle the are protected.

Although ome planting trick (uch a planting our �g againt a outh-facing wall) can help �g

urvive mot winter without extra care, wrapping them in laer of urlap and fallen leave in late

autumn or earl winter will keep them from ding ack too everel during a cold winter.

Read More: Fig Tree for mall ackard or Container Garden
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After G' �g tree u�ered complete dieack to the ground two winter in a row a while ack, we

egan uing thi technique for the pecimen in the Her Garden, with good reult for the pat few

ear. Home gardener can follow thee protective tep for ackard �g tree. Having a partner to

work with will make thing eaier.

You will need the following:

Pruning hear

Roll of jute twine

hredded leave—aout one lawn ag full for each tree. You can hred raked leave

 running over them with a lawn mower.

A roll of urlap (roughl 60 quare feet for an 8-foot tree)

amoo or metal take long enough to frame each tree, 3 per tree

Pot-pounder tool, mallet, or hammer

Approximatel 12 feet of chicken wire for each tree

Tar paper or roo�ng felt

tapler, duct tape, or packing tape

mpt platic ucket, 1 per tree

tep tool or ladder

tep One: Prune an tem that are croing, ruing together, or growing horizontall. If our tree i

ver tall, ou can remove older, taller tem to favor horter, ounger one. Ue jute twine to gather

tem into an upright undle. Wrap the tem undle in a laer of urlap and ecure it with jute twine.
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tep Two: Uing amoo or metal take a a frame, uild a chicken wire cage around each tied and

wrapped tree. The frame hould taper lightl toward the top.

Her Garden curator Maeve Turner wrap a Ficu carica (�g tree) to keep it warm over the winter. Photo  lanca

egert.
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tep Three: Wrap a laer of tar paper or roo�ng felt around the chicken wire frame, ecuring it with

tape or taple. Thi material will repel water and till allow ome air circulation. Wrap the paper with

the marked line facing outward.

tep Four: Fill the wrapped frame with hredded leave. Note: if ou have a large tree, it ma e

eaiet to do the chicken wire, tar paper, and leaf �lling in tage, working up the tree from the

ottom. Laer the paper like roo�ng hingle to keep water out.

Her Garden volunteer uild the chicken wire cage portion of the protective laering. Photo  lanca egert.

Roo�ng felt can e tapled or ecured with tape. Photo  lanca egert.
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tep Five: When the tree i wrapped and �lled with leave, taper the ide in  cutting or folding the

tar paper o that the top of the frame i narrow enough to e covered with an upide-down ucket.

When ou cover the frame, make ure the top laer of the tar paper i tucked within the ucket to

prevent water from leaking in.

The frame i �lled with hredded leave. Photo  lanca egert.
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tep ix: Wrap the frame with a �nal (neat) laer of urlap, ecuring it with taple or jute twine.

A platic ucket cap the wrapping and prevent water from leaking in. Photo  lanca egert.
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Plan to remove the wrapping when the weather warm at the end of winter, after an danger of an

extended frot. We uuall unwrap our in late March. ven with the unpredictale wing in

temperature we’ve een having in New York recentl, thi treatment will enure that our �g ta

warm and dr all winter and will lead to a ountiful harvet come next ummer!

Topic: Growing Food |  Uran Gardening

Maeve Turner i curator of G' Her Garden.

The Her Garden' �g tree (Ficu carica) will ta warm for the winter inide their urlap wrapping. Photo  lanca

egert.
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